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that time they were not under the protection of the Moslem
state. However, as between them and God, such persons
are recommended to settle their zakat obligation. If, how-
ever, they did not know of the obligation of zakat, they are
not under any obligation to settle it, although Zufar holds
the contrary view. Indeed Zufar has analogy on his side,
since by conversion to Islam one accepts all the obligations
of Islam and one's ignorance of these obligations is an ex-
cuse only as regards sins, but may not in any way operate
to remove an obligation which has been contracted owing
to the fact that its cause (sabab) was present.

We have, however, judged by istihsan and said, " The
contraction of a sharfah obligation depends upon the com-
munication of the same. Does he not see that the people of
Quba [a suburb of Medina] continued to say their prayers
facing Jerusalem after the direction in prayer (qiblah) had
been changed towards the Ka'bah, and this was allowed to
them because they had not been informed of the change.
Indeed one is subject to the divine obligations in the degree
of possibility only, and there is no possibility of carrying
out an obligation before it has been communicated, and so
it is as if the divine commandment did not exist so far as
he is concerned." x

It cannot be said that the fact of the diffusion (shuyu') of
a short ah prescription may be considered as tantamount to
its actual communication, for in the enemy world the law
of Islam does not spread.1

The persons who have belonged inthe camp of Khiarijiteflf
for years and have later returned to the fold of Islam like-
wise are not held to the payment of zak&t for past years,
even as regards their apparent property. However, as be-
tween them and God, they are enjoined to settle an obliga-
tion which has fallen upon them.
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